Should electroconvulsive therapy be given to patients with intracranial vascular lesions?
The risk of rupture and hemorrhage of intracranial vascular lesions during electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) is currently unknown. We describe 2 cases in which ECT was discontinued because of perceptual disturbances, confusion, and the subsequent discovery of intracranial angiomas. ECT has been associated with nonconvulsive status epilepticus and prolonged altered mental status following treatment, but there has been scant documentation of side effects associated with intracranial vascular malformations. We review the literature on ECT in patients with such lesions and present 2 cases in which lesions were found in the context of perceptual disturbances and altered states of consciousness following ECT.